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A New Stage On Which to Overcome the Turmoil of COVID-19 !
Interview with Kanta Nakamori, Kamakura Noh Theatre

L

E’éﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁ 7 Life-Support System?
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There’s the tale of The Ant and the Grasshopper, basically a cruel story. During the

summer. the grasshopper was obsessed with singing but starved to death in the 7 yb— l\ Ih K-C?m JE%E?HEZ\\

winter. The ant simply watched it die like it was punishment for not sweating away

working. It didn’t know the meaning of devoting one’s entire existence, putting \\
one’s life on the line, and breaking one’s back to put body and soul into performing.
You know, an artist is someone who pursues their goals, fully prepared to die by the
roadside. | think the grasshopper laughed as it died, and the real cause for concern

was the ant. It probably didn’t hear the grasshoppers risking their lives to sing, even _
- to the extent of starving to death. Perhaps nothing struck a chord in its heart. That ¥b< IE;BbD‘b
55 BHE is what | think about as we face the coronavirus this autumn.
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Born in Tokyo on September 22, 1961. Playwright, director, supervisor of “Tobiraza” theatrical troupe.

Joined the drama club to lend his name, while enrolled in the Kanagawa Prefectural Atsugi High School. Had his eyes opened to the 1 2 E 1 2 E (:t) -~ 2021 ﬂE 3 E 1 4 E (E)

world of the drama when a senior treated him to a performance of “The Murder at Atami” by the Tsuka Kohei Office. Entered a kw2311 S ih
national drama competition, debuting in “It's a Salamander!” While enrolled in the 1st Literature Department at Waseda University I"RLL*HJZRJ l Iﬁ{ty;ﬁﬁ

in 1982, launched the “Zennin Kaigi" theatrical troupe, together with Akira Okamori and Seiji Rokkaku, members of the drama club v
at Atsugi High School, and Ryoichi Sugiyama, a member of the drama club at HOSEI Daini High School. Name was changed to ﬁ&)t}] ) 2020ﬂ51 ZHQE (7J<) ’\7?%??510*520 Bk
“Tobiraza” in 1993.Along with his theatrical activities, sponsored many other external works, including Super Kabuki and musicals.

Won the 36th Kishida Kunio Drama Award for “The King of La Mancha's New Clothes™ in 1992. In 1999, won the “Otani Award” XEERED SRR 1E3R(F DIFWWEROEET
(Otani Takejiro Award for Kabubi Playwrights) for “New Version of The Records of the Three Kingdoms,” the youngest playwright Eﬁ ;iELE\ i Som hﬂaA rﬁ%ﬁ N Hy Hi EH’J %EIE
FRFEFRHEVNZLE T,

ever to do so. Won the award again in 2015 for “One Piece” Super Kabuki Il.
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A New Stage On Which to Over come the Turmoil of COVID-19!
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% We will present a portion of the interview. Please read the entire interview on MAGCUL.net.
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We would like to ask about the terrible situation the COVID-19 turmoil put those involved in traditional performing arts in.

We had completely suspended performances with the last one on March 12. As the verification of the effects of the measures to prevent
infection and the formulation of preventative guidelines were completed, we took advantage of various subsidies and eventually resumed
the performances on September 22, after not being able to conduct absolutely any activities for about half a year. Our students had taken a
break from rehearsals until the state of emergency was lifted in May and we had hardly any income. It was a really tough time.

Instead of just keeping quiet during that period, | have heard that you became involved in a variety of new initiatives.

Since we had lots of time on our hands, first we started a YouTube channel. It was mainly centered around explanations about the stage,
masks, and costumes. Taking this opportunity to get people interested in Noh, we communicated our sentiments about turning our attention
to performances for after the end of the coronavirus hoping this would motivate people to come and see our performances and performers
to start rehearsals.

We actually had inquiries from a number of people and began conducting rehearsals over Zoom. There were also people who contacted us
from London. Conducting these online results in time lags, which present some difficulties, but currently we are holding these rehearsals
twice a month with the people in London.

You are also currently involved in crowdfunding (CF).

% He conducted crowdfunding for “Protect Traditional Performing Arts from the Coronavirus Turmoil” ~ Noh Actor Kanta Nakamori Project,” collecting over five
times the amount of funds he had targeted. The project has ended.

A journalist who is an old acquaintance of mine read my complaints on Facebook about our plight and provided a lot of support. A large

number of people offered their support, including schoolmates from high school and Facebook “friends.” | was so happy that | could have

cried.There is the belief that “It doesn’t look good to whine about something,” and this is not limited to just the traditional performing arts.

And it wasn't that | didn’t vacillate about engaging crowdfunding. However, if you are really in trouble, you should ask straight out for help. If

you don’ t appeal for help, no one will ever know what you are really experiencing.

| think it is necessary to become involved in new things while cherishing tradition so that Noh farces will continue to be presented. | wish to

exchange opinions with a broad range of people and create stage performances that will delight our audiences.

Interview with Kanta Nakamori,
Kamakura
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% Click here for performance details and other performances (Kamakura Nohbutai HP)

Information About Kamakura Noh Theatre performances
Noh & Kyogen, Kamakura performance

Accompanied by easy-to-understand Japanese-English subtitles

Date: January 23 (Sat.), 2021

W Starts 10:00

Commentary in Japanese: - Kan' ami Noh - “The Folk Hero who Fights for the Oppressed Against the Oppressorsl” --- Kenji Kobayashi
Kyogen Comedy: “Kobuuri” Noritaka Yamamoto / Noh: “Jinenkoji (Monk Living as an Ordinary Person)” ---Kanta Nakamori

M Starts 14:00

Commentary in Japanese: - Kan' ami Noh - “Comprehensive Study of the Performing Arts at Seiryoji Temple and Reunion with the Beloved Child” -+
Kenji Kobayashi

Kyogen Comedy: “Neongyoku (Noh Chanting While Asleep)” Norishige Yamamoto / Noh: “Hyakuman (A Million)” --- Kennosuke Nakamori
Admission fee: 5,800 yen (tax inclusive) All seats reserved

Tickets: Kamakura Nohbutai TEL: 0467-22-5557 Weekdays 10:00 - 17:00

Available also through FAX, order form on their website, etc. For details, visit their website.
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What is the Kamakura Nohbutai?

The Kamakura Nohbutai (Noh Theatre) is a facility established in 1971 with the aim of promoting and disseminating Noh drama, which
represents the tradition and culture of Japan. It focuses its activities on Kamakura, the former capital of Japan which boasts over 800
years of history, dating back to the establishment of the Kamakura shogunate. In addition to its regular “Club to Learn About Noh” per-
formances, it also holds exhibitions and public displays of stages, masks, costumes, and other aspects of Noh, functioning as a museum
for Noh. Kanta Nakamori is a Noh actor of the Shite-kata Kanze school of Noh and centers his activities around the stage performances
which were passed down to him from his father, Shozo. He holds performances not only in Kamakura but in various other locations as
well in order to disseminate Noh.
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Kanagawa Re-KOTEN (Classics) Project
To Be Held in Kamakura!
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QR Translator is the registered trademark
of PIJIN Co., Ltd.
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$¢For details about the performance and other performances, visit HERE.

“The Kanagawa Re-Koten (Classics) Project” is an initiative to take traditional culture originating in the region and
create opportunities to re-discover (one aspect of “Re” ) the appeal and value of traditional culture by using it in new
ideas in tune with the times, re-transmitting (another aspect of “Re” ) it as cultural art living in the present day. It has
held seven stage performances in various locations in the prefecture as a push aimed to connect efforts to pass down
to the next generations the traditional culture deeply rooted in the region with lively artistic creation in the area.

The 2020 performance, the eighth, is a re-discovery (yet another aspect of “Re”) of the appeal and value of intangible
and tangible cultural properties in the region, with the venue being the old capital of Kamakura, a special town where
a myriad of aspects, including architecture, remains of civil engineering works, literature, film, livelihoods and profes-
sions, and seasonal events left behind by each era all combine together like a mosaic amid an ambiance created by
temples and shrines since medieval times, becoming one with the city and nature. The performance aims to make this
an excellent opportunity to pass all of this down with great care to future generations.

Performance Details

Date: February 6 (Sat.), 2021 Time: 14:00 -

Venue: Kamakura Performing Arts Center (Large Hall)

Admission fee: Free (Ticket system)

Inquiries: Executive Committee of the Project to Pass Down and Create the Traditional Culture of Kamakura
TEL: 045-285-0220

XBEIE 2019 FEMEROBDTT, ¥Photos are from the 2019 performance.
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Kanagawa Prefectural Lake Sagami-ko Communlty Center
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“Concert of Showa-era Ballads by Ensemble of Female Voices”
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Sagami Women's University Green Hall (Sagamihara Cultural Hall)

TEL.042-749-2200

0 #RNT « VN\—EZ—EHEE THERR &

Kanagawa Philharmonic Orchestra Minatomirai Series 365th
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Championship by, Young Rakugo Performer in SAGAMIHARA the Preliminary vol.4
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Kanagawa Prefectural Lake Sagami-ko Community Center
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“SIRIUS”, the cultural creation base of Yamato City
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Spot Exhibition and Collection Exhibition 19: “Tal-su Kim Centennial Exhibition” Permanent Exhibition: “To the Forest of ' Literature-Kanagawa and Writers' Exhibition - Part 2 of From Ryunosuke Akutagawa to Atsushi Nakajima”
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