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VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU 2022 1st Place Award

Interview with Hirona
Let Your Flower Bloom
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We talked to Hirona, winner of the first-place award from the 115 entries
for VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU 2022 and the PR ambassador for VIRTUAL

KAIHOUKU 2023.
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What is the VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU?

It is an all-genre arts and culture-
related video contest organized by

Kanagawa Prefecture to show people
nationwide works with expressiveness
unique to film and provide opportunities
to easily interact with arts and culture
anywhere. | submitted my song "Kibo
no Hana (Flower of Hope)" because
| felt sympathy for the "Live together"
theme of last year's contest.
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Hirona's profile: Singer-songwriter
telling stories with her acoustic guitar.
She creates and delivers songs with
a "FREE STYLE" theme based on the
people she meets. Official website:
https://hirona-official.com/

Why | entered the contest

The year before VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU
2022, | submitted a song called "Suppin
(No Makeup)" for VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU
2021, which had the theme of "Living
through COVID-19." The pandemic
meant that | couldn't play live or even
go out, so | made the entire music
video myself from start to finish. My
entry for VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU 2022
was intended to be an answer song
to "Suppin." | wanted to show people
that I'm alive and happy, that we got
through the pandemic and are living
together and meeting each other again.
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How do you connect with music?

Actually, as a child, | used to be very
shy, but when | sang in front of people
for the first time in high school, | got
such a warm reaction from them, they
liked to hear me sing. It made me feel
closer to them. So for me, music is a
bridge to connect to people.

For my songs that use the Tadami Line
and Shimokitazawa as motifs, | try to infuse
their scenery into the lyrics and melodies
so that even people who've never been
there can feel like they've visited these
places; that brings me happiness. It's like
they are letters sent while on a trip.

Music for me is like home, somewhere |
can be myself. | can open myself to others
by writing lyrics from my experiences and
places I've seen. That's possible because
| can be myself. | hope that my songs
will become a place like home that my
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1st Place for VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU 2022
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"Kibo no Hana (Flower of Hope)"

audience will want to come back to.
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To people who want to enter
the VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU

Whether it's music, paintings, theater,
or any other kind of art that you enjoy,
express yourself to your heart's content.
There are so many people out there,
me included, who want to see what
you create. If you take that first step,
someone's sure to discover what you're
doing. VIRTUAL KAIHOUKU 2023, the
fourth contest, will be held this summer.
If this has managed to catch your

attention, why not give it a try?
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The birthplace of the Cool Japan
concept renowned worldwide
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Tokyo University of the Arts

Graduate School of Film and New Media
Department of Animation

Well known as the first citizens' theater in the prefecture

Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center
60th Anniversary of Opening
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The Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center first opened its doors in November 1962. Since
then it has served to support the theatrical activities of youth and prefectural residents and
promote arts and culture, with an emphasis on fostering the healthy development of youth
through such pursuits. The Youth Performing Arts Theater and the Kabuki Appreciation Class
introduced here have been active for over half a century respectively. In acknowledgment
of their long history of dedication to bringing youth into contact with the performing arts,
they have been awarded the Regional Creativity Award (Minister of Internal Affairs and
Communications Award). The Momijizaka Hall to be reopened this summer is expected to
be a hub to communicate arts and culture into the future.
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The Yokohama Campus of Tokyo University of the Arts is next to
Yokohama's Bankoku Bridge. Here globally active creators teach classes to
animation majors, producing talented people to make Cool Japan known
around the world to the next generation. We talked with Professor Koji
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Yamamura, a member of the school's faculty.
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Our expectations toward

students

Animation is something we
create as individuals, so it
tends to be taken over by

our preconceptions. So | give

the students assignments to
stimulate them and open their
hearts and minds to various
perspectives. | want them to
discover all sorts of new ways
of looking at things through
these different assignments.
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To become creators able
to be active worldwide

By doing what they were
born to do and bringing forth
their intrinsic qualities, they
will find opportunities to be
active worldwide. This doesn't

mean simply creating to suit
global trends. | believe that
they can create works that will
be recognized internationally
by being aware of the world
around them while working on
refining their talents from the
bottom up.
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How the Yokohama Campus

influences the students as a

learning environment

When | look at past works,
| find many students discover
new things by coming here
for the first time and seeing
differences from where they
lived up to now, creating works
incorporating Yokohama, the
port, and the surrounding area as
key elements. The environment
of Yokohama gives a wonderful
stimulus to the students.
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Tokyo University of the Arts
Graduate School of Film and New Media
Department of Animation

3rd Floor, 4-23 Kaigan-
Dori, Naka Ward, Yokohama
City, Kanagawa Prefecture  [El%ER[E
Postal code: 231-0002 ﬁ%ﬁ
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60th Opening Anniversary of the Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center

Commemorative Performance to Mark the Reopening of the Momijizaka Hall

308th Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Performing Arts Theater

What’s SAMBASO: The Potential of Classical Arts

Shigeyama Sennojo's Sambaso : An lllustrated Insider's Guide to the Performing
Arts Not Taught in Schools, by Sugihara Kunio and Kinoshita Yuichi

Performance: 2:00 p.m. a”-H:ZE 7F/ ':*ﬁ_ $§E¥B§E
Venue: Momijizaka Hall, Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center Shlgey_ama Km_OS_hlta Sugl_hara
Sennojo Yuichi Kunio

Admission: 3,500 yen (1,500 yen for those aged 29 years old or younger)

Ticket sales: 10:00 a.m., Thursday, June 1, 2023 OREF
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Kanagawa Prefecture Kabuki Appreciation Class
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Starts: 11:00 a.m. / 2:30 p.m.

Venue: Momijizaka Hall, Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center

Performers: Nakamura Shikan, Ichikawa Komazo, Nakamura
Kinnosuke, and others

Admission: 4,500 yen (1,800 yen for students)

873 ) 82 500 (18 10F) 1500 Parent and child ticket: Parent 2,500 yen, child (aged 18 AT EUlST FRYERIZ Bl
! g 4 ) 1,500 Nakamura Ichikawa Nakamura
Fovh—MFEFHP»2023FE682H (%) 10:00 Ticket sales: 10:00 a.m,ogriyc?auyrjgirne 2, zoéesn Shikan Komazo Kinnosuke
F:ﬁ éﬁ' 5'1_: Inquiries
3- TEL.045-263-4475
(FHR)EXEFDEL 22— K—ILEER)

(Hall Management Section, Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center)
B BEABKRA *Closed on Mondays
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The GERSHWIN= musical comedy CRAZY FOR YOU® P Dance Company Lasta New Work 2023 ROOM =§§F:;] %%E ‘Elii_J)_CGETgEI(EI) ROOM
KAAT #2218 R L2k omram omuom oazon onzon He o e
Kanagawa Arts Theatre  E5AE mBEAROCE>TRGS BESHPECERL S BVAL:info, bﬁetdanse@gmau com
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Stradivarius Summit Concert 2023 Dramatic Series TEITOX,
W68 1H(K) MEERE:19:00~21:00 (Bﬁigﬁfaﬁ'l 8: 20) Kanagawa Philharmonic Orchestra Dramatic Series R.Strauss / Salome
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Minato Mirai Lunch Time Concert

Iﬁﬁaﬂ :6A15H(K) Iﬁf’aﬂ 'I1 30~12:30(F5H5R10:50)
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Yokohama Minato Mirai Halll AR S5 a R HRMERABRT AR L ©Simon Yu TOBE L 0SB E LD 10%31 =
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TEL.045-682-2000 BREHREHS WK—ILEE2EAER SN E [JP #1306 TE€DNRDIFE LT, EES WTEL:045-226-5107
(Frybhtyy-—) Dive into the Future The 13th “Golden Egg Found” Prizewinners’ Gala Concert @RNT 1 -F7v bY—ER)

W65 18H (H) MERI:15:00~17:00 (BIBERI14:30) #FH10:00~18:00
ey srﬁam KB F 2, 500M. INEE~BRE: 1,500/

Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall 25th Anniversary Concert: Dive into the Future
MEE:6A9H (&) MER:19:00~20:30(Fi5HFMH18:20)
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ENEOS Presents MUZA Lunchtime Concert June The Masterpiece Classics No. 188
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Yamaguchi
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Series mori-no-hibiki vol.48 Mari Moriya Soprano Recital
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Mori no hall Hashimoto
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Comedy Live Event with Yoshimoto in Atsugi 2023 Shimajiro English Concert: A Fun Summer Trip! l%l’:ﬁ 'GHWZI'I 2] (7;) 9 -Iﬁlf'ga :19:00 (EAiSHER18:30) ’ it '
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For First-time music funs: The Flute Is More Than Simply Gorgeous! Chamber Music Piano and Flute
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The 7th Beethoven International Piano Competition Asia: Sagami-ko
Community Center Award-winner Concert
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Ashigara Cinema: Homecoming
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Yearning for Visions : From Kaita Murayama and Shoji Sekine to Present Times
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Sato Churyo: Rereading Three Masterpieces
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Unseen Objects & Desire to See: Commemorating Donation from NOZAKI Michio to the Museum
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Yokohama City Opera Concert Series '23 Kakyoku no Hanataba Vol. 17
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Yokohama City Opera Concert Series '23 Kakyoku no Hanataba Vol. 18
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Ashigara Cinema: My Life as Kirin Kiki
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The 38th Hakone Mago Uta Japan National Convention
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Taro Okamoto and Bird of the sun
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Triumphant return ! Taro Okamoto :9:30~17:00 (Ri59:30)
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Sculptor Taki Tamada Cardboard Story
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2020 Traditional Performing Arts Workshop "Etiquette of 'Wa' learned from Japanese dance" hadano venue ‘:
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Sato Churyo: Rereading Three Masterpieces
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Unseen Objects & Desire to See:

Commemorating Donation from NOZAKI Michio to the Museum WTEL:046-875-2800
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Yokosuka Senior Theater Company: Yoshal!! 6th Performance =
Retro Theater Vol. 1: Aoge Ao;e Igasajlzou WTEL:080-9882-0832 (RAKY = 7 MIEIFHR)
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(©Daido Moriyama Photo Foundation
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KANO Mitsuo — Ripa, Light, Fluttering Things: From the Museum Collection
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2020 Traditional Performing Arts Workshop: Japanese Etiquette Learned from Japanese Dance--Yokosuka Venue
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BI5 BARTXESE BTEL:045- 210—3808(1*%‘1”5@!%21[:&7’6}% MXALREXEEE T I —T)

(F5RFFE13:00)

EBE@:B%%—?R‘T—)WJ‘ 571 LYY R RROERET
Interior Visions: From Bonnard to Tillmans and Contemporary Artists
WHE:~7A28(8) KEH/SBEPEAR BIFB:9:00~17:00 (R#EALE:16:30)
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HIRAKU Project Vol.14 #U EX KZ#H3—IAER—
HIRAKU Project Vol.14 Naofumi Maruyama Kicking the Water: Sengokuhara
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Lunchtime Concert Vol. 28: The Beatles Live
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Shin Japanese Painting: Revolutionary Nihonga
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Taiko Festival in Sagamihara 5th Kanto Tournament B2 2T 25000 WA BERHRAE H—)l
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Kanagawa Kenmin Hall
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Yokohama Ballet Festival 2023

MEARS:8H6H (H) MEFR:14:00 (Fi5KR13:00)

W& :SE 12,000 #R/IIRRS—hSE 9,000M (F47 v hhidhih DHER) [FH

FHETF BRSSO
(FAWHY) (E7/-8h)

2 WED 3 THU 4 Rl 5 SAT 6 SUN 1 MON 8 TUE 9 WED 10Tllll 11 i 128‘\1’ 138“" 14u|m| 15TIIE 16WIII 11 THU 18““ 198“ zusun 21 MON 22TIIE 23W!II 24'I'IIII 25ﬂll ZBSAT 218“" 28MOH 29“]! 301‘*IIII 31!7:0"

SY2%DANCE [0) B0 5 — % MUSIC Z0ftt THER

A—TF2YF7H—2023 { ERTHES !

AIWHEET /DEHWN2

Open Theater 2023: Let's Compare the Differences Between the Organ and Piano 2
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Open Theater 2023: Marie's Dream Dance Play
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Kanagawa Arts Theatre iR E BEEXTNFFOTERBASNZ, KAATH v X- 7093542023 < 2HE8D AR
w—IL/ Hall XAX%Y# / Large Studio Hanchu-Yuei “Banana no hana ha taberareru” KAAT Kids Program 2023: The Nutcracker Side Story
$i2 4 U/ Medium Studio TE  mpm~8H6H(H) WHGER:HPE SR £ Wi :8H5H (1) ~8A 136 (H) M{CEE:858H MER:AKIC & > TRAS (IS FIR304)
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Kanagawa Prefectural Music Hall
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The Sailingship Nippon-maru Fan Male Choir
WER:8A5H (1) MESM:14:00~16:00(FiZER13:20) MRE: 2FEE 1,00
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T E L U 0 4 5 = 2 6 3 = 2 5 6 7 Ongakudo Chamber Opera Project Handel "Giulio Cesare" Pre-Lecture
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Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center ° 2023 Traditional Performing Arts Workshop: Japanese Etiquette Learned from Japanese Dance--Yokohama Venue
WHAR:8H2H (k) -8A3H (A) MEE:M10:00~12:00.214:00~16:00
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Yokohama Minato Mirai Halll =§§%%§éi)—ﬁ§.?§02ﬂli 30~12:30(F%HsfH10:50) Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall--Sum mer Hall Open Days: Special Program Flute Concert with Shigenori Kudo and Young Flutists
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XRFRFPRABAA  XKELL 4 Yokohama Minato Mir  ai Hall--Summer Hall Open Days: Special Program Flute Concert with Shigenori Kudo and the Wonderful World of Flute Ensembles JLEvh
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Dream of Whales
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MUZA KAWASAKI SYMPHONY HALL
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FESTA SUMMER MUZA KAWASAKI 2023
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Civic Orchestra Festival 2023
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Top Summer Interior Design: Natsu-zashiki
MR ~9H20H (k) WAEHR:FEAREHMAOSESRFE) . REOZH (HREORANTAROEBSIIHE) MWEERE:9:30~17:00 (REAER
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16:30) Architectural Guided Tour for Tohoku Regional Village
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Yokosuka Arts Theatre
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Daichi Fujiki & Minato Mirai Quintet
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e FEETF . | Kamakura Art Museum Children's Exhibition: My One Piece--The World of Kayako Nishimaki Summer Vacation Chlldren 's Concert Kanon Reading Concert: The World of Kayako Nishimaki
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Concert Series by Citizens Vol. 5 Live Concert by the SiRiUS Amateur Band
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Childcare Support! Online Course: Relaxing Maternity and Baby Yoga at Home
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‘SIRIUS”, the cultural creation base of Yamato City B TATERTE7VF 17 NV R XA TANOSNAER FANRE ~ REFERVELET, Tuk-Pak for KIDS WA 8A24E (R)  MIR:10:30~11:10 Wil fE
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Fujisawa City Hall
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Children's Opera
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Summer Vacation at Sannomaru Hall: The wonderland over the sea Romeo and Juliet (Puppet Show)
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