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Kanagawa Re Classics Project in Ebina
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Registered as UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Yamakita no Omineiri is a type of folk performing art called Furyu Odori (Furyu Dance)
traditional to the Kyowa district of Yamakita Town. It was registered on UNESCO's list of
intangible cultural heritage in November 2022. The parade and dance are said to derive
from ascetic practices performed by Shugendo monks on Mount Ono in times past and
are filled with the people's wish for peace and well-being, to protect against disasters,
mourning the dead, hope for a good harvest, or to bring rain. Around 80 men wearing
round-faced female masks (okame) or dressed as mountain priests (yamabushi), long-
nosed goblins (tengu), lions (shishi), and servants (yakko) march and dance to the music
of songs, flutes, drums, and bells by carrying rods, arrows, or poles with votive lanterns.
The parade led by the tengu marches their way into the main venue (michiyuki), where
firstly the okame holding wooden wands festooned with colored streamers purifies the
area (misogi), after which for 70 minutes the men perform 11 events with eight types
of dances and a song; Mangetsu no Uta(song of the full moon), Bo-odori(dance with
rods), Kashie-odori(antler dance), Shugyo-odori(ascetic dance), Shisetsu-odori(dance in
four parts), Goshiki-odori(five-color dance), and so on. There are many parts especially
worthy of note, such as the soul-stirring bo-odori (dance with rods)performed by six
men, and shisetsu-odori (dance in four parts) that resembles kemari (an ancient type of
kick-ball).

The performance has a history of around 700 years and is said to have started when a
certain Prince Muneyoshi escaped to Kawamura Castle during the Northern and Southern
Courts period. The oldest performance on record dates to 1863. Though interrupted for
over 30 years due to the war, it was revived by local people to preserve their traditions.
Kimio Sugimoto, the eighth chairman of the Omineiri Preservation Society, has taken part
in 12 performances and has experience performing in the bo-odori and others. Learning
the performances takes time, so in recent times, the parade is held around once every
five years. The celebratory parade held on October 8, 2023, to mark the registration as
UNESCO intangible cultural heritage was the 21st one, held after a six-year gap.

The songs and dances have all been passed down by oral tradition. People from Yamakita
now living far away in places like Fukushima return for the event. Mr. Sugimoto's son,
who lives in Kawasaki, has spent 90 minutes traveling to and from Yamakita to practice
the performances.

People from the town office, commercial associations, high school students, and those
who have moved to Yamakita out of love for its spectacle of nature also join in the
performances. "It can be difficult to gather people together and find the money required.
We weren't able to do it for quite a long time. The fact that we're continuing it makes

us proud. Now that it is registered as a UNESCO intangible cultural heritage, the town
and the prefecture are providing support. Our task now is to give a performance that will
live up to their expectations and pass on our traditions." So says Kimio Sugimoto with
determination.

For the Kanagawa Re Classics Project in Ebina to be held in Ebina in February 2024, it will
be performed in the main hall of Ebina Culture Hall, with a marching parade of michiyuki
in the passageway of Ebina Station with people from outside Yamakita taking part.
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Kanagawa Re Classics Project in Ebina
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The Kanagawa Re Classics Project aims to Redeliver traditional culture linked to the local region as living
culture and art Remade for the current times, to create opportunities to Rediscover the fascination and value

of traditional culture. As a popular event each year, this year the Kanagawa Re Classics Project will hold hall
performances and workshops on the stage of the city of Ebina!
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Date Sunday, February 11, 2024 (a public holiday) Venue

Ebina Culture Hall and around Ebina Station
P || B AT < HET6-1 PR |\ ANEER - B8k - JRIBIER DBE R #5559
LGEIESN 6-1 Megumi-cho, Ebina City, Kanagawa Prefecture Access A five-minute walk from Ebina Station on the Odakyu Odawara Line, Sotetsu Line, and JR Sagami Line.
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LEWRSWIE  Free; requires an application in advance (entry is possible on the day if there are seats still available)

el DA DDERXCOBELRETAY =7 FRTEEREHE (MRIIIRXILR)

Inquiries Secretariat of the Executive Committee of the Project to Continue and Create the Traditional Culture of Kanagawa (Cultural Section, Kanagawa Prefecture)

TEL.045-210-3806
PHSFEEHIB LSRR ESRE

2023 Promotion Project of Local Cultural Assets
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Amateur Kabuki by farmers began in many parts of Japan in the late Edo era. While
conventional Kabuki is performed by professionals, this type features amateurs including
farmers, merchants, housewives, and so on. Oya Kabuki was one example of this.
According to Toshio Okabe, head of the Oya Kabuki Section, it died out in the early Showa
era but was revived 75 years ago by youth groups as there was little other entertainment
after the war. The time was around 1946 when the youth returning from the war to the
Oya district, under the tutelage of Tokiji Nakamura, a leading actor in female roles of the
Hiruma Theater, set about reviving Oya Kabuki to keep the light of the culture burning.
"There was no money, so they gave rice and vegetables as payment for being taught."
Despite hardships like making kabuto (samurai helmet) and other props by hand and
having to practice performing while doing their day jobs, their volunteer spirit kept

Oya Kabuki alive, and in October 1969 they formed the Oya Arts Preservation Society,
combining the three elements:

kabuki, hayashi (musical accompaniment), and buyo (dance). In 1975 Oya Kabuki was

designated as an important intangible folk-culture asset of Ebina City, and in 1977 it was
chosen as one of the 50 best folk arts of Kanagawa.

Nowadays Oya Kabuki is presented at Oya Hachiman Shrine of Ebina City for the annual
main festival in autumn and performed for the city cultural festival every other year. For
the Kanagawa Re Classics Project in Ebina in February, the "Benkei Joshi” scene from
the play “Goshozakura Horikawa Youchi (Cherry Blossoms at the Imperial Palace and the
Horikawa Night Attack)” will be shown as one of ten program items. "Of course, the entire
play is well worth watching, but one scene that is particularly striking is where Benkei,
who is known as a tough and heroic man, wails in despair over his dead daughter."

Mr. Okabe has been teaching Oya Kabuki each month since 2022 at Oya Elementary
School, mainly to third graders. He dreams that someday one of these children will join
him on stage. He welcomes those without any experience in acting kabuki. Those who
wish to try should ask the Preservation Society.
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Second Hall
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An application in advance is required. Entry is possible on the day if there
are seats still available.
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Sato Kagura Dance Workshop (Instruction by Sagamisatokagura
Kakizawa Company (Atsugi City))

ERIEATRE Advanced application is not required

oIt BIEA D EITZE Yamakita no Omineiri michiyuki parade
o tHIE Bt 1EEfh L8 Sagamisatokagura Kakizawa Company performance
OBERIEILIFENIRES _LJE Ebina Sasara Odori Preservation Society performance
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An application in advance is required. Entry is possible on the
day if there are seats still available.
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Oya Kabuki: "Benkei Joshi" (Kabuki Section of Oya Arts Preservation Society (Ebina City))
OEFI VY —ICLBZEMEY VY R (IRITEEME ILAS A)
Creative dance by young dancers (choreography: Un Yamada)
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Yoshihama no Kashima Odori (Yoshihama no Kashima Odori Preservation Society (Yugawara Town))
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Yamakita no Omineiri (Yamakita no Omineiri Preservation Society (Yamakita Town))
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There will also be an exhibition of Yamakita no Omineiri clothing
in the gallery (replica clothing can be tried on and photos taken!),
and a market held in the square in front of the hall (selling food
and specialty products).
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Kanagawa Kenmin Hall

TEL.045-662-5901
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Celebrating Christmas with Bach
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Matsuyama Ballet 75th Anniversary: Complete Performance of The Nutcracker
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Matsuyama Ballet Company 75th Anniversary: Nutcracker -:Children's Theater
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Fantastic Gala Concert 2023 -Love Embrace-
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Tongue Theatre Studio "Three sisters in the Colony"
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Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall
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Christmas Pipe Organ Concert 2023
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Ishida-gumi:Year-end Thanksgiving 2023
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MUZA Pipe Organ Christmas Concert 2023
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Modern Times in Paris: 1925—Art and Design in the Machine-Age
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