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No Right or Wrong in Sound
Harmony Born from Blending Individuality

Expressing the Spirit of Japan through Wadaiko (Japanese Drums)
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Ondekoza is a pioneering wadaiko
group that has introduced a new
performance style to audiences
across Japan, namely concert-style
drumming by multiple performers
using a wide variety of Japanese
drums. We spoke with Naoto
Kinoshita, a central member of
Ondekoza who performs around the
globe, about the appeal of wadaiko.

Kinoshita first encountered wadaiko

shortly after entering Soyo High School in

his hometown of Odawara. During a club
introduction session for new students, he saw
several different clubs before finally joining
the Wadaiko club. They were performing Yatai
Bayashi—a piece characterized by its unique
playing style: maintaining a semi-upright
seated posture while striking a drum held
between the legs. “I still vividly remember how
shocked | was, wondering why anyone would
play in such an awkward position”, recalls
Kinoshita.

Yet in that very moment, the deep, resonant
sound of the drums struck him to the core,
and he was instantly captivated. From then on,
his high school life revolved around wadaiko.
He even served as club captain and performed
at the All-Japan High School Cultural Festival,
the national event for cultural clubs. In
university, he continued playing wadaiko with
his high school peers. Even after graduating
and traveling to the United States to study
agriculture, his passion for wadaiko never
faded. There, he received further instruction
from a former Ondekoza member who
happened to be American.

A Spirit of Challenge Forged in America

Shortly after returning to Japan, Kinoshita
learned that Ondekoza was recruiting new,
young members. Although he had considered
a more conventional career path, he decided
to join the group with the mindset that “you
only live once, so | decided to give it a shot.”
The spirit of challenge he had absorbed from
his American mentors gave him that final push.
Leaping to go overseas while still young had

become a source of strength at a key turning
point in his life.

Wadaiko drums, made by stretching cowhide
over a wooden body, are crafted entirely
from natural materials, meaning no two are
alike. Because they can't be tuned, each drum
has its unique sound, which includes a blend
of high, mid, and low frequencies. Another
aspect of wadaiko's appeal is the beauty of its
lingering resonance, reminiscent of a temple
bell.

“There’s no such thing as a right or wrong
sound. The wonder of wadaiko lies in how
many different sounds intertwine to form a
single expression,” says Kinoshita.

A Cultural Messenger for Japan

To date, Kinoshita has toured around 20
countries worldwide. After performances,
he often holds workshops to let local people
try playing wadaiko for themselves. Many
participants are children experiencing
Japanese culture for the first time. Kinoshita
says he feels a sense of duty and deep
fulfillment in acting as a bridge between
nations. One especially memorable moment
came when a Japanese resident living abroad
thanked him after a successful concert by
saying: “Seeing the performance made me
feel proud of my culture.”

Four years ago, he returned to his hometown
of Odawara after his mother fell ill. Since
then, he has split his time between there and
Ondekoza's training residence in Saitama,
where the group lives communally.

“These days, anyone can listen to music with
just a smartphone, but nothing compares

to the raw power of live sound. Now that

I’'m back in my hometown, | want to actively
connect with people and share the value of
experiencing the real thing,” says Kinoshita.
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Wadaiko Performer. Originally from
Odawara City, where he currently
resides, Naoto Kinoshita began
playing wadaiko as a Soyo High School
Wadaiko Club member. In 2012,

he joined the professional creative
wadaiko troupe Ondekoza. As one of
its core members, he performs both
in Japan and abroad. Following each
performance, he passionately leads
workshops to pass the tradition of
wadaiko, a quintessential Japanese
percussion art, to future generations.
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fEEeSIc. BOBHEIBVELIIC More and More! Walk. Discover. Fujisawa Public Art Stroll
Y EAD THES NI R A% A comprehensive booklet featuring 89 public artworks across Fujisawa City
BATEE 2o TeF— X (LB surveyed since 2018 and detailing conservation efforts to preserve them.
PEAA=—ILTWND ® Published by: Fujisawa City Art Space
QA ST RS ® Available at: Fujisawa City Art Space, Fujisawa City Hall, Fujisawa Civic Hall,
and other locations across the city
03 Umi no Uta (Song of the Sea) ® Inquiries: Fujisawa City Art Space (Tel. 0466-30-1816)
Artist: Eiji Oyamatsu... Commissioned to
e y mark improvements to Katase Fishing Port, 01~05 8% 88827 Photos of 01 to 05 by Junji Kumano
L /57 ‘ this statue was created with prayers for \
1) 01 FE LA KRE--MEEDORXK safety at sea. The inverted pose of a figure
ANDFLEADTEH NIz Y b E holding a sea bream represents the world . .
2 MERAAA—S LIEmary b beneath the waves. A New Guidebook Makes Art Exploration
3 - QKatase Fishing Port Civic Exchange Plaza i
&';' VNP2 IHHEREOD—5 ) — e ’ More Enjoyable
% 01 Kaze no Kirameki (The Twinkling of the Wind) @Connecting with the Local Area Through Nearby Artworks
Artist: Minoru Sasaki... A monument of hope for

the future of Shonandai, evoking a yacht, sail, Fujisawa City Art Space has published a new guidebook, More and
and wind. More! Walk. Discover. Fujisawa Public Art Stroll, which introduces
OEast Exit rotary of Shonandai Station, Odakyu public art covering artworks such as statues placed in public
Line oo \% ," spaces throughout the city. Fujisawa City began researching these
artworks in 2018 to help residents and visitors engage with their
surroundings and feel a deeper connection to the local area. In
2020, the city published its first guide featuring 71 works. This
newly updated and expanded edition reviews the original pieces,
updates information on 19, and adds 18 newly surveyed works,
l?\- bringing the total to 89 pieces.
ak The guide is A5-sized, perfect for carrying around, and printed in
(.‘ \ full color. It divides Fujisawa into four areas, each with practical
1‘.&_&_% 7;@".(%)( ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁ: Taps to help use’rs efficiently visit multiple art pieces in one outing.
04 fEE : BB A= 25y (£5 LOBEAMC A TE25 %L We made sure it's ea§y to read—.not”academlc, but S|mpl§ enough
J—D QERHRLYH— for both adults and (?hlldren to emo_y. s?ys curato_r Satsu.k| Kamgta,
who oversaw the editing. One highlight is the Station Series, which
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>g\" 7 4 IV L KIBBEDFEEN DRI LB TR 05 fFE LA - 75V Y - iBANKRT PRI Y b LK% EMED introduces murals installed at six Enoden stations and Shonandai
. . . S4H 4\ — p— N ~ P . . . ..
% éf)’% & QEBABRILS Raptigh L) =7 QIRBERERAALIID Y -2 EB Station on the Odakyu Line since the last edition. The booklet also
"‘4 ...... T’%@ \Wb 02 Statue for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons and Prayer for Peace 04 Nippon no Uta (Song of Japan) features an interview with the art unit Eastside Transition, creators
f[ &n, -§®/j\$’t1ﬁm§ ~~~~~~~~ E ﬁ% ‘(\a“\'&\% Artist: Naoko Kumasaka... Created in Italy and transported to Japan by Artist: Shigeru Tazawa... A vibrant, lively relief, you can almost hear the music of the Enoden station artworks. It offers a behind-the-scenes look
ayashi FEh Right: a0 ship, this mother-and-child statue combines a soft form that embraces of festivals and the crowd’s cheers. - @Chogo Civic Center at their creative process, including their challenges and passion for
i (curator) Rig the viewer with the commanding presence of marble. 05 .Shonan.Sanka (Hymn tf’ Sh9nan) the artworks. Another must-see is the Bridge Series, which focuses
QSquare in front of Okuda Park Artist: Louis Fransen... This relief captures the coastal charm of Shonan, found brid . he ri hat fl h h
depicting yachts, fireworks, and seaside scenery in celebration of the region. On__art oun_ on bri ggs crossing the r|Yers that flow t rOUg_
Q@Main concourse outside the ticket gates, JR Fujisawa Station Fujisawa City. According to Kamata, bridges over the Sakaigawa

— . -4 L < 6 ’Jj L i LT" River often feature plant-themed decorative railings, while those
I\ &) <‘ ") b\ < fcl 7'.) 71.: = over the Hikijigawa River are adorned with three-dimensional

animal sculptures. Four whimsical examples—featuring frogs, birds,

. MIEEELE T, #EC AT [BRROTIFTLELRE(C/NE2HRH LTLES>C ¢, ZNETFITRIMELGRVDOD, THCKER and snails—are introduced in the guide.
BRICHBEREBOTHIRCEL 2% . B o e b e e A e et T
ﬁ ER%/I/ 0)6%R('- E #’Lﬁ_E.: [1::IAN %%ﬁﬁ l/ 7‘&- %R N VEFIEI 0)?*2“‘— (==} bﬁ fg_ )( /Tj_ v AT j—o E%/RT‘E’C (i .Preserving Public Art to Protect the Clty'S Landscape
BORM 7 — F A= (I, TAOAKZEMICELI N YY—=X", L/ BORT7— M 2F@FLT7— b=yt EFRICHD DV LADOTRD EEDITEREEL DR , _ ) ,
R . . . . . L L While public art is often installed to enhance the urban landscape,
B EOEMERTH D [RT Yy o7 — ] 28BN T 2 [Eastside Transition] A ¥ 2 a—HEEINTH O, {F FeHheHh7ovzs b 2f7oTHED. MFTEZDOTE it can make the area feel neglected when it becomes dirty or
% W'tb 2ty ob | HBNT, HDMFT, ALThRT Yy FRICADEEBRWRES LEALRE., §WENERELMSC & CTEHOBRFLIEATWET, EHICHEHWENrDEWERANRE damaged. That is why proper maintenance—tailored to materials,
— MBI ETITTLE Lz, BERTICEEERDDOLD NTEE T, /2. BERMAERNBIIICEN,BBOT — b BLTCEPHE, BRAELEIPELZEREEMIRIMBIET such as bronze or marble—is essential. Fujisawa City runs the
Shiny Town Sculptures Project, where the sculptures are cleaned by
i’&iﬂﬂi%ﬁb(ﬁ’i’ boTHDWEWE2018FEL LIFMIAE R [CEBLAEBY Y —X"bBR T, mAICIEEE5(H)I @RI EFEMETEELTVET, residents under expert guidance. The booklet includes information
e, 2020 (C71EREBELA-AMF2FIITLTWE T, AENTHE TN, SHIAICLE L, EoBOBETFICIZ [EfETCIIROODNEFARAILD LAREDN A WMER LS on this initiative and photos showing the process. It also documents
- . . . h ion b f old i ffi db , mold,
SED b O ORETHBIRT, SN TOEREFEL A EF—7 (L BMAEE LT HDISH L. 3l WTEA, AT Yy s T— EEBICES S LSBT, B crackingover ime, e e DT i of
TIMERDOEBREEF L. HAICHELA18FRLIMRT DEEIEYEETF—7ICLEMNBERTEONT WS DR BLibTREWTADP DD TELHZDIHEHTT, “In museums, artworks are usually viewed from specific angles, but
L8MEREIBN L TWET, 5, MFICIIEI M DBCHBHTILPLE. HEVYLYUD ol WEkHB EWAWALEEERAHZDT, TUOMFEF p:blic art can be seen from all sides and enjoyed in the context
. _ . X . - il 1o — — y f B opa s . B . sy X of its surroundings,” says Kamata. “When you take your time and
YARSFHHHECHEFIBASIRT, F—Ah T~ & e £a=— 7 BRI BRS N TS, [CHAFTHTCET L, FREZPCR T FET20LE look, you start to notice all kinds of details. | hope people will take
RN Zz4DOTY TI2HF. ERNGHRAG & T L < = . a e TIHTYT| LHASAIFELTWETS, the guide with them and explore. Taking photos or sketching is also
22 2 185, E \ j
BHOFERECND LS CBSNTWES, TERHTE REETILH, (FROFEHKY] BRMT — b A= CEMFOFITEEIC. Ty a great way o engage.
. _ ey . = X =y . S— _ L] s . . - = B L0 Fujisawa City Art Space plans to mark the release of the booklet
B RACHFEDCHANOPLTVERTE DY EFHD RBEHERDIOLRBINDCLHZ AT Y TT 77— CET BRBESPFRROMIN X TERELS with special exhibitions of public art and walking events that
5E0CLFELE] LiIRELXHALZFZBOHFHTOE T P TEH, DEWENRLELDND S LHOERNE-FHEKIC TA—F T4 POBMEDFELTCVHETD, include guided commentary from curators.



EiE KAAT#ZRIIZEMTEIS

'3 Kanagawa Arts Theatre
& 3 R—JU/Hall KR%I#/Large Studio

LR

1 X% A /Medium Studio
7 kU A/Atrium

L0570-015-415

HR/BILTFEE

Kanagawa Prefectural Music Hall

L.045-263-2567

ARNEIBFVEEV Y —
Kanagawa Prefectural Youth Center

.045-263-4475

BEmmRX{LRE
BERR—JL

Yokohama Kannai Hall

L045-662-1221

BWEHEEH S LR—
Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall
L045-682-2000
Frybhteysd-)

= oY)l

VT AZ—1R—
MUZA KAWASAKI SYMPHONY HALL
L044-520-0200
Fryhtys—)

NiBHIEFRRE

Japan Open - Air Folk House Museum

L044-922-2181

EiE
'El%

EHE WEEEMES
Yokosuka Arts Theatre
[=] L046-828-1602
ElssE EFXILTSPih—
3 Zushi Bunka Plaza Hall
[=] L046-870-6622
EigE HOR—ILELEE
. ¢ Mori no Hall Hashimoto
[=1* L042-775-3811

[ EATMXILEEE

Atsugi City Culture Hall

.046-224-9999

AATXACEERR Y YD R

“SIRIUS™, the cultural creation base
of Yamato City

.046-263-0214

% o T RXLREE

Chigasaki Civic Hall
[=] L0467-85-1123

= gi [=

05 LAFEXE=S TR —)b

Hiratsuka Hall of Arts and Culture

.0463-79-9907

FLAZARUS

HAERE HIREAE-HEAERE

Kannai Yose: Kyotaro Yanagiya and Hakushu Togetsuan
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Yokosuka Arts Theatre Recital Series74 Sara Kobayashi&Takaoki Onishi Duo Recital
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Atsugi Theater Project 36th Performance Performance by Gekidan Tobiraza
Grandma Hokusai-A Strange Journey, Behind the Great Wave off Kanagawa
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Kanagawa Prefecture Kabuki Appreciation Class
"How to Appreciate Kabuki" "Tsuchiya Chikara"
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Organ 1 Dollar Concert Vol. 253 Organ: Mami SAKATO

W6 B18H (k) MEFR:12:20~12:50 (FBHFRE11:40) WKL 2FEH
BB RR—)L MTEL:045-682-2000 (#EEH R EHSWVR—ILFT Y I\tJCV

HIWMAROSFRIFIBER RV LICE-Y—=RBLILERAB CIHE LS
3SEULRMFE OB FRERHOBERS1EEEOFATY 7’\0);§ﬁ’&3’51§§b\$ LEIFEY
EESNIOF1-2 [T
HOvdeR kY VI Z vol.
SALON de Strings produced by Yasunao ISHIDA vol.1

BRINT 1 WN—FEZ—EHHEE Dramatic Series EEI'S5 1V DEE,
Kanagawa Philharmonic Orchestra Dramatic Series Wagner / Das Rheingold

WEAR:6F18H (K) - MESR:14: 00~'| 5: 00(553‘57%%31 3:30)

WRE2FIEE 2,000 mRiG:AR—)

WHEARI:6A21H (£) ME§RI:17:00~ (BI5EFRE16:15)
EL:045-682-2000 (HREH 4 & H 5 LVR— )l/?"]"y vy -)

ERERY
B RERRER

1US RIL#ERE &7=( 100/
) REBE
CWER #

MRl 2FETE S/E8,000 ARE6,000 BRE4,000
1—Z(25mLLTF) 1,500 ¥ =7 (65m E) &RERE10%25|
W5 AR—)U MTEL:045-226-5107 (FFE10:00~17:00) (#H=NT 1 JL-Fov Y —ER)

KERMPRASZRH KERMFRASZRHT BRES(EE)
W ENEOS Presents : MUZASYFH LAV Y~k 6H a1 —YI)lliRHR&I852025 P
ENEOS Presents MUZA Lunchtime Concert June MUZA Kawasaki Choral Festival 2025
WHAE6B17H (X) MEFRE:12:10 MRS 2REEES00M WEAR:6H28H (+) - 6HZ9EI(EI) lﬁﬁa‘ﬂ £BEH10:3058R
RS2 a—HIBY YT 4 Z—K—IL NRE TUFREFEEH/A
WTEL:044-520-0200 =i5: *:I.—U'JlllﬁJ/??r——T W
¥y—:  EF/: (ZEa2—YINB>YTA2=Z—K=IFTy hEVF—) WTEL:044-520-0200
TRER LTHR (Z2a—-YINBE>YT A =Z—K=ILF Ty hEVT—)
HREHD (BES L -ES) P HREH D (EFE-FHOR) P
Folkloric Guided Tour for Post Town e Architectural Guided Tour for Shinetsu Regional Village e
WHARE:6H21H (=) MEFR:14:00~15:00 W6 A29H (H) MEFRI:14:00~15:00
WRlE K AS550M, R4 - KP4 65m £330 WRlE K AS550M, mR A KF 465 £330
(IESTH7EF65m N _E R ZAAE) UNSTHEE6 S LR, ZAEEE)
HRROCD (BSL) mag: )| BHIAARKE MTELI044-922-2181 5B EARRE WTEL:044-922-2181 HRRH D (25

=ETE ZBKREZES ~BFOH
Chikudo Takahashi Concert
WM 6828H (1)
58 15: 00 (Bi5HERI14:30)
:SJE 4,000 = AFE 3,000M
BRI8: IO -RA YA KRy h
MTEL:046-823-9999 (BRE=MAISBETFHILY 5 —)

N ©

BRTE 1B B2

BEGE
WERR:6 8218 (1) MEERS:13:00~14:10(Fi5HER12:30) m
NRE 2FETE SR (REEL L) #i551,800M /L4 H2,0008
TEE(GEN SIEE) a155500M,/ 4 HS800M
RIBSEFL T SY LEESHK—)L MWTEL:046-870-6622
MM ATEIREE1RICOE. SFRIBFTOET LER (B DELBEEER)

gaagaa$S
(FDCBLAT(H).
RFOED (E)

RIOBEh

mHAR:6521H (1) lB%Fs‘i:H:00/15:00(551%5%}%10:30/13:30)
BHE2FEE HEH2,5008 < 251,000
BTy M(BEM1B+TEE14)3,000M
NS5 ZEMWE  MTEL:042-742-9999(F 4 v kMove)
M EBFNEELT
KORD BB NS HEFHTEVED KT Y M RETY (BRLEMBEEF S v R)

MR D6A7H (1) -@6A8H (H)  MEFE:118:0014:00 (FBKM®17:30@13:30)
ﬂ% J—ﬂﬁ 5, }OI/OOH F4 (25 LLTF) 2,000
I\
MTEL:046-224-9999(10:00~17:00 ¥{kEEAZR<) (BEATXLRE Fov hFHEY Y —)

KRB RS
w &% Vol.2 (£2[0) W

BETKZ IS
EAIEPA S

Classical Music Around the Country Vol. 2: France Edition
WHEARI:6H20H (&) MKRE:14:00~16:00
Wkl &[E1,000

NS ANTAEEZBEYY— 601EBBE
WTEL:046-261-0491

LEOX DI —-ToF7— FaAxA-UYb1FIb ! P
LEO x Walter Auer Duo Recital

WHEARS:6 8290 (H) MESRE:14:00 (BR3SA%R913:30)

WKl SFE 5,000/, AR 4,500, U-257% 2,000/ (£FF1E%E - Htid)
BB EERXIbR—IL X1 YR—JL MTEL:046-263-3806
LEOORAIOLLT DNF—797— XEKMBRABAA

F DEht WM :6822H (H) MESRI:10:00~12:00 MRS &R
@ Eﬁﬁw,th‘th?w?,ﬁ B2S ANTEEZLBEY Y — 610KSEE MTEL:046-261-0491

QP NZI12ADF 12~ HER:6H22H (B) MESRE:14:00 (BISHSE13:20)
12 Cellists from BRlE 2FEEE (FA) SE: 6000F3 AFE:4,5001
ST (ARED ) 12,000/
RE= 1N | lTEL:0467-82-3744(§7Ilﬁﬂ5¥7i153%)
MRRERDOAL ARE SRR SN

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA,
TOKYO

[P#—jyi—erEXT#B LINTIIN=F
Open Live NEXT #43 Musica Primavera

WEARS:6B19H (K) MESRE: 11 00~11 30
N5 ZEHNR—

Rl AR
WTEL:0463-20-9273

15 5 20 s AP 23 245 252 26 275 ERIEE 305 o

¢)))

&
«

oA T S IR G T T
FACET 7 2ANSZI—

hel

N
ol
T
>

oS ORTEAACL
R BT A T

AV1d
PSS~ 1l - B @ ‘

<)

JINVa

JISNN
8|

7 —F\¢ LI pmit

JRTENESIEN

SLYV ONINY04¥3d TYNOILLIAVYL

43H10
=ON

(o]



W XK 7
TUE WED THU

Bl F)IETREY Y —

Samukawa Townspeople Center

0467-74-2333

1 PRETRLAE

Isehara City Cultural Hall

.0463-92-2300

ErE HRIRTEEER S -
% Kanagawa Prefectural
[=]

Lake Sagami-ko Community Center

L042-682-6121

@%El INERZ DRI
ok Odawara Sannomaru Hall
: \0465-20-4152

0|
L
[

FAEMATX{LREE

Minamiashigara City Cultural Center

L0465-73-5111

=
i

&g - BTV 7

MEITUF

A - ZHETU7

Jm
JE]

BRTUY

P | . FEFRPECET ;.

AY=FAYa21-II(ET7/)

1V—F-XTVa=I7 SUz):E7/hEl LEER

Irina Mejoueva Plays Ravel: Complete Piano Solo Concert
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78th Odawara City Art Exhibition: Second Half (Crafts, Calligraphy, Photography,

Collaborative Works)
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Hayato Kodama Trumpet Recital
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