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Advance Tickets Now on Sale!

News Now!

Traditional Crafts of Kanagawa
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An interview with Kazuhiko Mitsuki, chairman of the Traditional
Kamakura-bori Business Cooperative Association and traditional
Kamakura-bori (Kamakura Lacquerware) craftsman, on the enduring

appeal of Kamakura-bori.

Seeking the beauty of everyday utility, shaped over time
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——Kamakura-bori is known for its deep vermilion lacquer and boldly carved designs. How did this craft
take root in Kamakura, and how has it developed over the centuries?

Kamakura-bori traces its origins back to the Kamakura period (1185-1333). Buddhist sculptors of the time
adopted layered lacquer-carving techniques that had come from China, adapting them into a uniquely Japanese
form that combined wood carving with layers of lacquer, Mokucho-urushinuri, which suited the Japanese
climate and culture.

As the centuries passed, Kamakura-bori shifted naturally with the needs of each era, from temple furnishings
to tea utensils beloved by tea masters, and from the Meiji period (late 19th century) onward to everyday
craft pieces that bring warmth to daily life. Regardless of the changing times, its ability to remain rooted in
Kamakura while evolving with the spirit of each era has enabled Kamakura-bori to be cherished for more than
800 years without ever fading.

——So Kamakura-bori has remained part of everyday life for more than 800 years. Although many people
think of it as museum-quality art, what do you see as the distinctive appeal of Kamakura-bori?

| believe its true appeal lies in how it looks after decades, sometimes even centuries, of use.

Unlike lavishly decorated pieces made to be admired on a shelf, Kamakura-bori is a craft devoted to the beauty
of use. The finest old examples are worn smooth from daily handling, with the lacquer rubbed away so deeply
that the wood beneath shows through. But those marks are proof that the piece has been used regularly and
cherished in someone’s home, day after day, generation after generation.

We often receive items for repair that have been passed from parent to child, and then to grandchild. When
a piece is used over three or four generations and becomes part of a family’s own history, only then does it
reach its true completion. That pleasure of letting a piece grow with you, of nurturing it over time, may be the
essence of Kamakura-bori.

—The idea that a piece is made complete by its user feels especially fresh today. I've heard there are also
new movements that broaden the traditional image of Kamakura-bori. What kinds of challenges are you
taking on now?

In the world of Kamakura-bori, we're returning to a simple but essential question: How can we, with our own
sensibilities, create pieces that people today will genuinely choose for their lives? Rather than simply repeating
traditional patterns, each artisan must look around them and express what they feel in this moment.

It's not only about the skill of the motif, but about how we capture the scenery, atmosphere, and stories behind
it. That might mean creating a cup that makes a beer taste even better, or a plate whose design comes alive
only when food is served on it. We want to establish a new standard for pieces that fit naturally into modern
dining tables and living spaces, yet still convey the warmth of handwork the moment you pick them up. |
believe that work which allows the maker's individuality to shine through will be the driving force that carries
Kamakura-bori into the future.

——I'd love to hold in my hands pieces that reflect the individuality of their makers. The pre-event at Ofuna
Lumine Wing in June and the major event at Pacifico Yokohama this fall will be wonderful opportunities to
do just that. Finally, could you share your hopes for these upcoming events?

The first step is simply for people to learn about Kamakura-bori and to actually pick up the pieces and feel
them in their hands. Being in an open venue like Ofuna Lumine Wing in June and feeling visitors’ reactions
firsthand will be a great source of inspiration for us artisans.

Then, in November, Pacifico Yokohama will host KOUGEI EXPO in KANAGAWA (the 43rd National Traditional
Craft Products Month Convention). With traditional crafts from all over Japan gathered under one roof, | hope
people will sense just how much potential Kamakura-bori still has.

My generation of artisans is reaching the point where we must pass the baton to the next, but that doesn’t
mean we're stepping back. We intend to keep taking on new challenges and sharing what we create. |
believe that this very approach is the only way to pass on the wonderful culture of Kamakura-bori to future
generations, and that the future of Kamakura-bori lies where two things meet: the techniques that artisans
continue to update, and the time that users spend nurturing the pieces in their daily lives. That intersection is
where the next chapter of Kamakura-bori will take shape.
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See, Fun to Touch

Venue: Ofuna Lumine Wing

Enjoy Kamakura-bori in many different ways,
from live demonstrations and hands-on

workshops to displays of finished works.

requires a fee.

KOUGEI EXPO in KANAGAWA KOUGEI EXPO in KANAGAWA
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November 9, 2026
Venue: Pacifico Yokohama

Pre-event for KOUGEI EXPO in KANAGAWA
Kamakura-bori Interactive Exhibition: Fun to

Dates: Friday, June 26, to Sunday, June 28, 2026

* Please note that workshop participation

Dates: Saturday, November 7, to Monday,
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Go here for
more details!

Every craftsperson has a story. Every user
creates their own story. This must-see event
brings together traditional crafts from all
across Japan under one roof, offering a rare
chance to experience their full appeal.
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Notice: Traditional Performing Arts Workshops in Kanagawa
HR)RTE. HETRFHAIN TV IEERGHE=REZXRIE  Kanagawa Prefecture is working to pass down the region’s treasured R E E N X E X I O 2 O 2 i

ANET B1-0. EMMEEZLHZLDERICZDBHEBNT traditional performing arts to future generations by introducing their

L appeal to young people and residents across the prefecture.
DA ZITOTVET, This year, workshops in traditional Japanese dance and Noh theater
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Advance Tickets Now on Sale!
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Learn the etiquette and graceful movements of Japanese . . N .
classical dance while wearing a yukata, and experience BHRZEEICEY EIFTOEEESIIOVNT, 2026556 LI, F2HDEBEEZTVET,
the depth of Japan's everyday cultural traditions. Open to BABRTEY EIF. BABTEIY ., BABNBMTE 3HEES—ILER)ITEY LFTVEE
elementary and junior high school students. Participation is ~

free. * Yukata rentals are available for a fee. L&D !

GREENXEXPO 2027 (the International Horticultural Expo 2027) will be held in the Former Kamiseya
Communication Facility in Yokohama City, Kanagawa, from March 2027. GREENXEXPO 2027 is an international
event that brings together cutting-edge technology to improve the global environment as well as flowers, plants,
URL https://www.pref kanagawa.jp/docs/yi4/ and food from around the world. With less than a year to go, advance ticket sales have begun. One-day tickets (valid
for one entry on any day during the exhibition) and full-period passes are now available.

In the Kanagawa Prefectural Exhibition Area, a wide variety of daily programs is planned throughout the event
period, including local performing arts, workshops, dance performances, and other activities in which many
residents can take part. A second round of applications for groups wishing to participate in these programs
. will open from June 2026. Let’ s work together to create and liven up an All-Kanagawa Expo: an event made by

. . everyone, enjoyed by everyone, and open to everyone.
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Please see the link below for details.

dentougeinou/nichibu.html

Noh Theater Workshop

FEDEEMZE S/zo/cl) . BEBEZ T THIW. KB 5E 18% EHA/ SR GREENXEXPO 2027% I

EBEUTHFCEULLEROHREZZ0ET, /\ - Ticket types One-day ticket Full-period pass About GREENXEXPO 2027

hZ#4 & ZDREENWR TSNEF1.A1,000M, AA G118/l L) 4,900M 28,000M

Parents and children can enjoy the world of Noh together by Adults (18 years old or older) 4,900yen 28,000yen

chanting Noh verses, trying on Noh masks, and experiencing N -

this classical art firsthand. Open to elementary and junior q:lcﬁlé'ﬁ-l 2 d127ﬁ§) i,(%gOF:_I 11?’0%(?(”::"

high school students and their parents. Participation fee: rdren aged =2~ ouyen 000yen

1,000 yen per person. I GEA~T115%) 1,400M 6,500H BEBEIONT
Children aged 4-11 1,400yen 6,500 yen

Callfor Event Participation
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Please see the link below for details.

KR THEAG, SLUTIEER,
BB hitps:/fwww pref kanagawajp/docs/ %1 BEOREF20274E3 8 1 8E % TOHRITS Y S,

yi4/nougaku.html * All prices include tax. Admission is free for children aged 3 or younger.
* One-day ticket prices shown are advance prices available until March 18, 2027.
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Shiki Theatre Company musical “Mamma Mia!”
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KAAT EXHIBITION 2026 ~ Atsuhiko Misawa Koji Tanada “Sculpted theatre” 45 (Animal 2020-03)20204
HHE:~68148(H) {AEH BEE ME™E:11:00~18:00 (R#&AH17:30) ©Misawa Atsuhiko Courtesy of Nishimura Gallery.
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Yokohama Minato Mirai Hall
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